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Sheffield & District Model Helicopter Club 
Club Rules 

 
These Rules are deliberately as brief as possible so that we can maintain a happy and relaxed atmosphere. They have been 
introduced to help improve organisation and safety at the Club, and have been compiled with input and agreement from 
current club members. Certain parts have also been included following guideline issued by the BMFA. Please remember that if 
is the duty of all members to enforce the Rules, not just the Safety Officers. 
 
1. Club Meetings. The club meets on Saturdays and Sundays, and where daylight allows, on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings. Flying is not permitted before 10am Mon-Sat and 11am Sun. 
 
2. Insurance. As a BMFA affiliated Club, S&DMHC must insist that all its members hold suitable 3rd party insurance. The 
easiest way to implement this is to ensure that all Club members are also members of the BMFA. BMFA fees are payable on 1 
January each year (or at the time of joining the club) and currently stand at £28 for senior members and £15 for juniors (under 
18). 
 
3. Radio Frequencies. ( For users of 35 MHz radios only)  There are 36 frequency channels numbered from 55 to 90 
inclusive. Each Club member will be allocated one channel which they should stick to at all times in order to minimise channel 
sharing and waiting. New members joining the Club will be allocated a channel by a committee member. When possible this 
will be a free channel, but where none are available, channel sharing will be inevitable. The impact of this will be minimised by 
ensuring that only infrequent flyers share the same channel number. Any member wishing to temporarily use another channel 
(e.g. if their usual crystals are faulty) should consult with the regular holder of that channel and agree suitable flying 
arrangements with them. Any member wishing to change channel permanently should consult the Committee. The Committee 
retain full control over the channel allocation, but this will be done as fairly as possible, and with the sole objective of 
minimising channel sharing at club meets. 
 
4. Pegboard. ( For users of 35 MHz radios only)  S&DMHC operates a ‘peg off’ channel allocation system. All members 
MUST be in possession of their channel’s peg from the pegboard BEFORE switching on their transmitter. This is one of the 
most important Rules, but is easily forgotten. All members please keep a look out for others forgetting this rule, particularly 
new members. 
 
5. Club Membership Fees. Annual Club membership has been set at £35 for adults and £20 for juniors under 18. Fees are 
payable on 1 June each year, regardless of the date joining. For new members joining on or after 1 December a reduced fee 
will be payable for the first part-year (£20 for Adults, £10 Juniors). New members that join on or after 1 May will be given 13 
months membership at the normal annual rate. 
 
6. Club Membership Renewal. All renewal subscriptions must be paid before the due date in order to help make the Club 
Treasurer’s job easier. A reminder notice will be emailed and posted in the cabin 1 month before membership fees are due. 
Please help the Treasurer by paying on time. Payments should be by cheque (payable to Sheffield & District Model Helicopter 
Club) and should be posted to the Treasurer; self-addressed envelopes for this are available in the cabin. 
Member’s allocated frequency channels will only be held until 30th June. After this time, non-renewing members’ channels will 
become available for use by others. 
 
7. Junior Members. Junior Members should be accompanied by an adult friend/relative at all times when at the club. 
 
8. New members.  Non-members may apply to join the club by completing an application form which is available from the 
cabin. The subscription fee should be paid only to the Treasurer as instructed on the application form; other members should 
not take payments. Before accepting the new member into the club, a Committee Member should give them a brief induction 
on safety matters and general club issues, in addition to allocating a frequency channel and supplying a copy of these Club 
Rules.  
On joining the Club, help and assistance should be provided to new members by everyone to get them flying as quickly and 
safely as possible. Their models should always be checked for airworthiness by a Club Instructor before being flown for the 
first time. Members who are new to model helicopter flying should be supervised where necessary by a Club Instructor or 
other member nominated by a Club Instructor. Current Club instructors are, David White and Chris Carter. 
 
9. Guests. S&DMHC welcomes genuine guest flyers at the discretion of the committee. This is intended for the benefit of 
newcomers who may wish to try out the Club field before joining, and for visiting friends/relatives of existing members. The 
free guest facility is not open to previous Club members who have not renewed their membership, even if invited by a current 
member. A fee of £5 per week is payable by ex-members wishing to fly at out airfield without renewing their membership. 
 
10. Test flying, Instruction and Checking. Non-members visiting the club looking for help and assistance should be always 
made welcome. However, before any checking or work is carried out on their model(s), they must join the Club. This is so that 
(i) they help support the Club in return for the assistance provided, and (ii) they read and accept the Club Rules. All Club 
Instructors are happy to test fly members’ models on request. In addition, training and instruction (particularly to new members 
and novice pilots) can be offered by prior arrangement. However, these services are offered to members free of charge and 
therefore entirely at the model owner’s risk. No liability can be accepted for any damage to models resulting from mechanical 
failure, radio interference, pilot error, or other accidental cause. 
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11. Flying Areas & Rules.  The system illustrated here has been introduced to provide as many flying areas as safely possible 
for beginners and those members wishing to fly basic flying styles. The diagram below is only intended as a guide. 
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Areas A, B are designed for hovering and small circuits. Models flying from these areas may fly into the areas highlighted 
yellow ONLY if the main Flight Line C is unoccupied. No model should over fly any other designated flying areas when 
occupied or over the pits from any of the flying areas.  
 
Area X is designed for hovering and small circuits a nd should only be used by no larger than 450 size e lectric 
models. Larger and Nitro models must fly from the e nd landing area C. Larger circuits are permitted, b ut should not 
over fly any other areas when in use.  
 

General Points 
a. There should NEVER be any flying over, near, or from the pits or pathways, regardless of the size of the model. 

Models should only be flown from the designated Landing Areas highlighted above.  
b. The pilot should always be stood in the landing area between the model and the pits, regardless of wind direction or 

sun position. If the pilot is uncomfortable with this, another flying area should be used. 
c. These rules are for the benefit of everyone, please adhere to them and consider others who also wish to fly, 

particularly at busy times. 
 
From 1 December 2008, all members require a minimum  of an ‘A Class’ certificate in order to fly unacco mpanied, 
otherwise another member with at least an A Class m ust stand with them, whilst either learning to fly or practicing for 
examination. Members without an A Class should not be allowed to perform manoeuvres beyond those that are 
required for A Class certificate.  
 
 12. Cabin & Gate Keys. The locks on the cabin and entry gate are identical, with the same key. A key will be available to all 
new members after attaining their A Class certificate. All keys should be returned to the Club if membership lapses. 
 
13. Lone Flying. Flying alone is not recommended by the Club for safety reasons. All members should arrange to meet others 
at the airfield where possible. 
 
14. Litter. No litter may be dropped at any part of the airfield site. This particularly applies to tie-wraps used to attach training 
undercarriages, and cigarette ends. Rubbish bags are normally available inside the cabin. 
 
15. Smoking. The cabin is strictly a no smoking area. Please respect this for the safety and consideration of others. 
 
16. Toilet facilities. We do not have the luxury of toilet facilities, so any members needing to take a leak, please use the 
waste ground behind the cabin. Please don’t use the areas around the cabin as the smell gets very bad. 
 
17. Planes. Some of our members choose to fly small electric planes, nitro planes are not permitted. S&DMHC is 
predominately a Helicopter Club and therefore helicopters must take precedence. No planes are allowed to be operated when 
a helicopter is flying. A member must own and fly helicopters in order to become a member of the club and should not solely 
fly planes. 
 
The Club Rules are agreed collectively at the AGM. By joining the Club you agree to follow these Rules. The Club Committee 
reserves the right to cancel membership if any member refuses to follow the Rules. 
 


